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A LOOK BACK AT FORT RECOVERY SCHOOLS

•  In 1868, the citizens of Fort Recovery voted to build 
Fort Recovery Union School, to be located on Elm 
and Boundary Streets. The cost of construction was 
approximately $5,000.

•	 	The	 first	 official	 record	 of	 Fort	Recovery	Schools	was	
on April 15, 1878 when school board members were 
named.	The	first	principal	was	hired	at	a	salary	of	$3.25	
per day for a term of 8 months. Teacher salaries at the 
time	ranged	from	$1.25	to	$1.50	per	day.

•  In May 1955, the board of education accepted the bid 
for a Chevrolet Chassis and a Carpenter Body for the 
total price of $4,570. The 1946 school bus was traded in 
for	$300.	*Note	-	88	passenger	buses	now	sell	for	over	
$100,000. Fortunately, Fort Recovery Schools recently 
received $45,000 in state grants to help with the cost.

•	 	West	School	had	the	first	kindergarten	classes	starting	
in	1956.	It	later	became	mandatory	starting	in	the	90-91	
school	 year.	Prior	 to	 that	 time	a	 child	 could	 enter	 first	
grade without having attended Kindergarten.

•  School District Cafeterias, Kitchens, and Gymnasium 
rental	usage	can	be	traced	back	to	the	1950s.

•  Board records indicate that during the middle of the last 
century, the board unanimously approved a motion that 
“no teacher shall continue to perform their duties of her 
position	after	the	end	of	the	fifth	month	of	pregnancy.”

•	 	Named	Southwest	 Local	 Schools	 on	 January	 1,	 1958	
after a consolidation into one in order to comply with the 
State of Ohio legislative change in September 1957. The 
name was based on the location within Mercer County. 
There	 currently	 is	 one	 Southwest	 Local	 in	 Hamilton	
County	 and	 Licking	 County	 changed	 its	 name	 from	
Southwest	 Local	 to	 Southwest	 Licking	 Local.	 Schools	
Consolidated:
-	Sharpsburg
-	Fort	Recovery
-	St.	Joseph
-	St.	Peter
-	Washington	District	south	of	Menchhofer	Road
-	Wendelin	western	section	only

•  The mileage reimbursement for vocational teachers was 
set at 8 cents per mile in 1960.

•  Former Superintendent Philip Williams was reimbursed 
for allowing his car to be used as the driver training 
car	 for	 8	weeks	prior	 to	 the	delivery	of	 a	new	driver’s	
education vehicle.

•	 	Southwest	 Local	 Schools	 offered	 evening	 Adult	
Education	Classes	starting	in	January	of	1973.

•	 	Also	 in	1973,	 the	Southwest	Local	Schools	adopted	a	
curriculum change for high school language arts classes 
from traditional year long courses to 50 mini courses. 
The classes ranged from Grammar Review to Drama II 
with a variety of topics in between.

•	 	Fort	Recovery	Local	School	District	received	its	official	
name	change	on	May	9,	1990.	63	Seniors	graduated	at	
the end of the school year.
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Thanks for taking the time to read this edition of the Fort Site Journal. April 
and May are some busy times at the high school and tend to fly by quickly! 
However, there is still much to accomplish before our students are out the 
door for summer. Spring athletic seasons are underway, graduation testing is 
beginning, and there are several fun, end-of-the-year events on the horizon. 
Take a look below for a brief snapshot of what is going on at the high school.  
 
Currently, the high school is in the process of conducting our annual end-of-
course (EOC) exams. There is a total of six end-of-course tested subjects that 
our students are required to take during their high school career. These tests 
are part of their graduation requirements and help students achieve different 
pathways to graduation depending on the situation. As a result of this process, 
we will be having a few modified schedule days on April 7, 8, 21, 22, 28, & 29. 
Please try and refrain from scheduling appointments on these days if possible. 
 
On April 5th, the entire junior and 
senior class traveled to the 
Mercer County Fairgrounds to 
watch the mock crash 
presentation. This presentation is 
normally conducted every two 
years in partnership with all the 
county schools and emergency 
medical services in the local 
area. This year’s speaker was a 
mother of an 18-year-old student who was killed in a car accident by an 
impaired driver. Parents – please use this opportunity to ask your son/
daughter about this experience and talk to them about making good decisions 
as we head into our prom and graduation seasons.  
 
Lastly, I’d like to take this opportunity to recognize senior student Caleb Evers 
who was selected as the Fort Recovery winner of the Franklin B. Walter 
award. Caleb, and his teacher of influence Mrs. Robyn Armstrong, were both 
recognized at the county banquet on April 6th. Caleb plans to attend Purdue 
University Fort Wayne next year and major in mechanical engineering. While 
Caleb was not selected as the county-wide winner, we are certainly proud of 
his efforts here at FRHS and wish him the best of luck in the future! 
 

 
 

Thank you and go Indians, 
Mr. Tony Stahl, HS Principal 

stahlt@fortrecoveryschools.org 
419-375-4111. ext. 401 

Twitter - @FRHSPrincipal 

UUppccoommiinngg  DDaatteess 

April 14 - 18: Easter 
Break 

April 21- 22: Algebra & 
Geometry EOC Testing 

April 28-29: Biology, 
Government, & History 
EOC Testing 

April 29: Prom 

May 4-6: State FFA 
Convention 

May 17-19: Senior Exam 
Week 

May 20: High School 
Awards Ceremony and 
Senior Fest 

May 22: Graduation 
Ceremony at 2pm 

May 24-26: 
Underclassmen Exam 
Week 



 

FRHS Juniors attend Career Connections 
Event 

Juniors from Auglaize 
and Mercer Counties 
traveled to Wright 
State Lake Campus 
on March 2 to meet 
with business 
professionals from 
our area.  The event 
was coordinated by 
the Auglaize-Mercer 
Business Education 
Alliance, the Mercer 
County Community Development Department, 
HometownOpportunity.com, and the Mercer County 
ESC. 

All students were given the opportunity to select 
career areas that interest them, and were assigned 
small group sessions to network and make 
connections with area businesses.  Participants were 
involved in round-table discussions that will hopefully 
lead to internships and future employment. 

A special thanks goes out to all our students who 
dressed nicely and acted professionally the day of 
the forum. You represented your high school and 
community well! 

Caleb Evers named Franklin B. Walter 
Recipient 

The Franklin B. Walter Scholarship Awards Program 
was established by the Ohio Educational Service 
Center Association to promote student achievement 
and recognize outstanding students. This award is 
named in honor of Walter who served as State 
Superintendent of Education for Ohio from March 
1977 until August 1991. Throughout his career, Dr. 
Walter exemplified concern for young people and 

dedicated his life to the improvement of education in 
Ohio. 

Caleb Evers was selected by the faculty as this 
year’s FBW winner.  He was honored at the county 
banquet on April 6 for this prestigious award.  Each 
honored student wrote a tribute to the teacher who 
has been the most positive influence on their 
success in school.  Caleb choose Mrs. Robyn 
Armstrong as his teacher of influence. 

While at FRHS, Caleb has earned many academic 
and leadership awards, including top student in:  
Biology, Algebra 2, and Chemistry, attended 
Buckeye Boys State and has also received the 
Carson Scholar Award.   He is involved in Football 
(captain, Indian Award), Basketball (captain), Band 
(honors, solo/ensemble, section leader), National 
Honor Society, Spanish, Math/Science club and has 
served as Class VP or President all 4 years. Caleb 
received All-Academic MAC honors in both Football 
and Basketball and is on the All-A Honor Roll.  Caleb 
is a reliable, determined and kind-hearted young 
man who is an asset to his class.  

Caleb is the son of 
Tracy Evers-
Westgerdes, Joe 
Westgerdes, and the 
late Mike Evers and 
plans to study 
Mechanical 
Engineering at 
Purdue University, 
Ft. Wayne. 

 

Congratulations to 
Caleb and Mrs. 
Armstrong! 



PROM 2022 

Fort Recovery High School is excited to announce 
that the upcoming Junior/ Senior Prom will be held 
on Friday, April 29th. The junior class is working 
hard to make the 2022 Fort Recovery High School 
Prom, Lost at Sea, a memorable, enjoyable, and 
SAFE event. 

Congratulations to the following seniors for being 
voted on to prom court:  
Front: Kaelin Overman, Whitley Rammel, Lilie 
Leuthold, Aubrey Knapke, Grace Guggenbiller, and 
Jalyn Bruns. 
Back: Owen Wenning, Isaac Knapke, Korbin Dues, 
Riley Hiser, Logan Homan, and Owen Jutte 
 
The promenade will begin at 6:00 pm as usual. 
Doors will open to the public at 5:15 pm. This year 
we ask that all visitors please enter and exit 
through the Commons Entrance only.  We will be 
asking for donations at the door this year to help 
with the costs of prom. 

A formal dinner will be served to the students at 
Romer’s Catering in St. Henry at 7:30 pm.  The 
dance, which will also be at Romer’s, will start at 
8:15 pm and end at 11:00 pm.  With the help of the 
chaperones and the Fort Recovery Police 
Department, we are hoping for a safe and fun 
prom.  

As a reminder, all students are expected to be at 
school for at least half a day in order to be eligible 
to attend prom. This expectation is the same for 
athletic or other extracurricular eligibility and prom 
is no exception. Please plan accordingly as prom 
gets closer and if there are some extenuating 
circumstances that could impact your schedule, 
please contact the high school office ahead of 
time.  

 
  

 A special thanks goes out to the Junior Class 
Officers, Mr. Tony Stahl, Mrs. Cheryl Wenning, HS 
Staff, and the Administration for their continuing 
support in preparation for prom.  Both classes have 
gone above and beyond to prepare for a wonderful 
prom as a salute to the seniors and we hope that 
everyone will find it truly memorable.  
 
 Mrs. Chelsea Kahlig, Junior Class Advisor 

NHS Game Night 

On March 24th Fort Recovery High School NHS 
members and St. Henry High School NHS members 
met for a little friendly competition game night. FRHS 
Committee members invited area schools to 
participate by preparing games such as the Cookie 
Challenge, Euchre, Spoons, and Cards Against 
Humanity (family edition). SH NHS members brought 
a balloon game and Scattegories.  Members from 
both schools demonstrated some lighthearted 
character-building traits.  

 FRHS NHS members will be planning Random Acts 
of Kindness events for Easter as well as a few more 
activities to round out the year. Thank you goes to the 
Mercer Savings Bank Giving Mission and the 
anonymous employee who elected our group to 
receive a donation for activities like these.  

Patty Lefeld, NHS Advisor 

Music Students Prepare for Final Concerts 
 
The end of the year is near and the band and choir 
students have been preparing for their concerts. All 
the bands recently had their winter concert at the 
end of February and the HS Band competed at the 
OMEA District Contest on Saturday, March 
12th. They received an excellent rating! By 
Request, an audition HS choral group, recently 
sang for the American Legion Birthday on Sunday, 
March 20th and did a terrific job! All of the HS and 
JH choir members performed their annual Cabaret 
concert on Sunday, March 13th. We had some 
terrific performances there as well. 
 
Our HS band and choir and JH band and choir 
students have done a great job at the OMEA District 
III solo and ensemble contests. Most students 
received Superior and Excellent ratings along with 
one group receiving a Good rating. They were: 
HS Band events: Alex Evers, Caleb Evers, 
Trevor Heitkamp, Megan Knapke, Alayna Laux, 
Joscie LeFevre (all solos) & Drew Backs, Jacob 
Hartke & Zach Schoenlein (trio) 
HS Choir events: Olivia Albers, Nicole Braun, 
Kiana Matsuda, Alyssa Heinrichs, Isaac LeFevre, 
Joscie LeFevre & Anna Roessner (all solos) 
JH Band events: Elisa Evers, Cara Shoemaker & 
Leah Wuebker (all solos), Cara Shoemaker & Alex 
Carreto (duet) 
JH Choir events: Kendall Buckland, Ashlyn 
Cantu, Josh Evers, Aubree Heitkamp, Grace 
Lochtefeld, Leah Wuebker (all solos)   
 
Several HS and JH students were selected to 
perform with the OMEA District III HS & JH honors 
groups they were: 
HS honors Band:  Caleb Evers & Trevor Heitkamp 
HS honors Choir:  Joscie LeFevre, Kiana 
Matsuda, Caden Marchal & Isaac LeFevre 
JH honors Band:  Elisa Evers, Reece LeFevre 
JH honors Choir:  Zoe Dues, Josh Evers, Olivia 
Knapke, Cora Kremer & Leah Wuebker 
 
The HS, JH, 6th & 5th grade Bands have been 
preparing for their Final concert on Sunday, April 
24th at 6 pm. The HS Choir (Encore), JH Choir 
(First Edition) & By Request will perform their final 
concert on Sunday, May 15th at 6 pm. Come and 
join us and enjoy beautiful music & thanks for all of 
your support this year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFA News 
 

New FFA Officer Team Installed 
 
The Fort Recovery FFA 
announces our 2022-2023 
chapter officers that 
include President Lucas 
Acheson, Vice President 
Ethan Evers, 
Parliamentarian Owen 
Knapke, Secretary Allison 
Knapke, Reporter Megan Metzger, Historian 
Lindsey Wendel, Treasurer Alayna Laux, Sentinel 
Evan Keller, and Student Advisor Elizabeth Alig. 
Good Luck! 
 

Members Earn State FFA Degree 
 
Ten Fort Recovery FFA 
members recently 
earned the State FFA 
Degree, the highest 
degree awarded by the 
state association. 
Members included 
Derek Lennartz, 
Elizabeth Alig, Ethan Evers, Lindsey Wendel, Macy 
Brunswick, Madison Guggenbiller, Makayla 
Kaffenberger, Makena Ellenberger, Megan Metzger, 
and Miranda Metzger. Congratulations! 
 

Top Honors at 92nd Annual FFA Banquet 
 
The Fort Recovery FFA 
held its annual FFA 
Banquet where the 
following earned top 
awards: Star 
Greenhand-Zach 
Schoenlein, Star 
Chapter Farmer- 
Marcus Gaerke, Star in Ag Placement-Ben 
Wellman, Dekalb Agricultural Accomplishment 
Award-Macy Brunswick, and Honorary Chapter 
Members-Larry Hart and Kevin Will.  Well Done! 



Music Students Prepare for Final Concerts 
 
The end of the year is near and the band and choir 
students have been preparing for their concerts. All 
the bands recently had their winter concert at the 
end of February and the HS Band competed at the 
OMEA District Contest on Saturday, March 
12th. They received an excellent rating! By 
Request, an audition HS choral group, recently 
sang for the American Legion Birthday on Sunday, 
March 20th and did a terrific job! All of the HS and 
JH choir members performed their annual Cabaret 
concert on Sunday, March 13th. We had some 
terrific performances there as well. 
 
Our HS band and choir and JH band and choir 
students have done a great job at the OMEA District 
III solo and ensemble contests. Most students 
received Superior and Excellent ratings along with 
one group receiving a Good rating. They were: 
HS Band events: Alex Evers, Caleb Evers, 
Trevor Heitkamp, Megan Knapke, Alayna Laux, 
Joscie LeFevre (all solos) & Drew Backs, Jacob 
Hartke & Zach Schoenlein (trio) 
HS Choir events: Olivia Albers, Nicole Braun, 
Kiana Matsuda, Alyssa Heinrichs, Isaac LeFevre, 
Joscie LeFevre & Anna Roessner (all solos) 
JH Band events: Elisa Evers, Cara Shoemaker & 
Leah Wuebker (all solos), Cara Shoemaker & Alex 
Carreto (duet) 
JH Choir events: Kendall Buckland, Ashlyn 
Cantu, Josh Evers, Aubree Heitkamp, Grace 
Lochtefeld, Leah Wuebker (all solos)   
 
Several HS and JH students were selected to 
perform with the OMEA District III HS & JH honors 
groups they were: 
HS honors Band:  Caleb Evers & Trevor Heitkamp 
HS honors Choir:  Joscie LeFevre, Kiana 
Matsuda, Caden Marchal & Isaac LeFevre 
JH honors Band:  Elisa Evers, Reece LeFevre 
JH honors Choir:  Zoe Dues, Josh Evers, Olivia 
Knapke, Cora Kremer & Leah Wuebker 
 
The HS, JH, 6th & 5th grade Bands have been 
preparing for their Final concert on Sunday, April 
24th at 6 pm. The HS Choir (Encore), JH Choir 
(First Edition) & By Request will perform their final 
concert on Sunday, May 15th at 6 pm. Come and 
join us and enjoy beautiful music & thanks for all of 
your support this year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFA News 
 

New FFA Officer Team Installed 
 
The Fort Recovery FFA 
announces our 2022-2023 
chapter officers that 
include President Lucas 
Acheson, Vice President 
Ethan Evers, 
Parliamentarian Owen 
Knapke, Secretary Allison 
Knapke, Reporter Megan Metzger, Historian 
Lindsey Wendel, Treasurer Alayna Laux, Sentinel 
Evan Keller, and Student Advisor Elizabeth Alig. 
Good Luck! 
 

Members Earn State FFA Degree 
 
Ten Fort Recovery FFA 
members recently 
earned the State FFA 
Degree, the highest 
degree awarded by the 
state association. 
Members included 
Derek Lennartz, 
Elizabeth Alig, Ethan Evers, Lindsey Wendel, Macy 
Brunswick, Madison Guggenbiller, Makayla 
Kaffenberger, Makena Ellenberger, Megan Metzger, 
and Miranda Metzger. Congratulations! 
 

Top Honors at 92nd Annual FFA Banquet 
 
The Fort Recovery FFA 
held its annual FFA 
Banquet where the 
following earned top 
awards: Star 
Greenhand-Zach 
Schoenlein, Star 
Chapter Farmer- 
Marcus Gaerke, Star in Ag Placement-Ben 
Wellman, Dekalb Agricultural Accomplishment 
Award-Macy Brunswick, and Honorary Chapter 
Members-Larry Hart and Kevin Will.  Well Done! 



Our current 8th graders had the opportunity to travel to Washington D.C. on 
March 14th-18th. The students and chaperones had an amazing time 
traveling to some of the historic parts of our country, including Shanksville, 
PA, Washington D.C., Arlington, VA, and Gettysburg, PA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fort Recovery Middle School would like to thank the parents for allowing their 
kids to go on the trip, the parents who went as chaperones, and K & K Tours 
for taking FRMS on this trip. The students learned a lot about patriotism, our 
government at work, past leaders of our nation, and the Gettysburg battle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our current 7th-graders have their trip scheduled for Oct. 23rd-27th, 2022. 
They just completed their soap sale fundraiser, and now begin the planning 
stages of the trip. Over 95% of the students in 7th-grade are signed up to go! 
Our current 6th-graders will be traveling to D.C. as 8th-graders in the Fall of 
2023. Their fundraising will begin this summer with the option to work the 
Sunday Night Summer Concert Series events. This fall they can clean up after 
football games, next winter they can clean up after basketball games, and in 
the Spring of 2023 they will sell soap as well.   
 
We’re excited to once again be offering this opportunity to our students at Fort 
Recovery. 8th grade D.C. trips make lifetime memories! 
 
 
 

Thank you and go Indians, 
Mr. Ryan Steinbrunner, MS Principal 

steinbrunnerr@fortrecoveryschools.org  
(419) 375-2815 ext 301 

  

UUppccoommiinngg  DDaatteess 

April 19: Fourth Nine 
Weeks Interims 

April 24: Band Concert 
6:00 p.m.  

April 25: Science State 
Testing (Grades 5 & 8 
Only) 

April 26: Math Part I State 
Testing (Grades 3-8)  

April 27: Math Part II 
State Testing (Grades 3;8) 

May 2:   MS Awards 
Banquet @ 7 pm 

May 4: MS Reading 
Counts Incentive Field Trip 

May 6: Great Wolf Lodge 
MS Band Trip 

May 15: Choir Concert 
6:00 p.m.  



Middle School Science Fair 
  
Every year, the Middle School Science Department 
hosts a STEM/Science Fair. This year all 6th and 
7th graders participated. Each grade level focuses 
on a different theme. 6th grade focuses on an 
experiment that can be tested with our scientific 
method often in combination with a consumer fair 
focus, and 7th grade focuses on Invention 
Convention as they work to solve every-day 
problems. 
  
Each year student achievement reaches a new 
level, and this year was no different. 
  
From a better way to wash calf bottles, to buttons 
and an app to detect the needs and wants of your 
dog, to a fix to the dreaded untied shoelaces, the 
range of problems that the 7th graders sought to 
solve were inspirational. The 7th grade class has 
worked exceptionally hard to find solutions using 
science and engineering design while utilizing 
technology, considering consequences, and 
evaluating alternative solutions within given 
constraints. 
  
Again, it is not your typical science fair. Students 
have integrated and evaluated multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse formats; followed 
precise procedures while independently carrying out 
experiments, taking measurements, and performing 
technical tasks. The 6th graders excelled at their 
ability to carry out controlled experiments, avoiding 
bias, all while analyzing the data. From the bubble 
gum that holds its flavor the longest, to the best 
quality dish soap, as well as the best quality of 
diapers, the topics chosen were very applicable to 
everyday life.   
  
Our students, in Fort Recovery Middle School, 
through science fair, are offered the opportunity to 
question, research, develop prototypes, reflect, 
challenge, analyze, compare, present, and use 
technology to accomplish tasks.  
  
We practice, review, discuss, and reflect on proper 
presentation skills from elocution to eye contact, to 
what it means to be professional. 
  
With about 128 students in the 6th and 7th grades, 
and presentations which all met in the auditeria for a 
2-hour judging session on Thursday, March 24th, it 
was an outstanding display of achievement!  Our 
students should be very proud of their 
accomplishments! 
  

A special thanks to Mrs. Armstrong who helps 
coordinate our junior and senior students that come 
from the high school to judge our 6th graders, and 
to many local businesses for providing wonderful 
judges for 7th grade students. Thank you to the 
following local businesses for providing continued 
support so that their employees could volunteer 
time for our school: JR Manufacturing, Cooper 
Farms, Wendel’s Poultry, as well as a 
representative from the Mercer County ESC. The 
dedication that these volunteers make to our 
science fair with their patience, and professional 
feedback is so valuable to our students.  

Judge Todd Post with a group of 7th grade boys who tackled the problem of 
beach pollution. (Landon Sudoff, Gabe Meyer, and Trevor Wycuff) 

6th Grader- Jackson Dues  

6th Grader - Eliza Smith  



As April brings us warmer temperatures and Vitamin D, the Elementary 
School is continuing to work hard to fill our classrooms and hallways with 
student work.  The students and teachers did a tremendous job hosting the 
Spring Open House.  The hard work in writing, reading, math, science, social 
studies, music, art, tech, and physical education hasn’t stopped!  Not only did 
the students and staff provide an amazing Open House, the building has 
hosted 5th Grade Wax Museum/Engineering Days, Celebrate Reading Week, 
FFA Week, Tribe Time, Parent Teacher Conferences, and Performances.  As 
we look ahead, we are preparing for the return of field trips, Field Day, 5K/Fun 
Run, and so many other great opportunities to learn! 

 
As we wind down for the 21-22 school year, please continue to read over the 
monthly newsletters (emailed to parents) and follow Fort Recovery Elementary 
School on Facebook for updates.  If you are not on Facebook, you can view 
posts on the Fort Recovery Elementary School’s page on Fort Recovery Local 
Schools’ website, under the ‘What’s New at FR Elementary’ tab.   

 
Finally, as summer approaches and we shift our mindset to the 22-23 school 
year please plan for your child(ren) to continue working on their academic 
skills over the summer.  Many have heard of Summer Slide (slightly 
regressing in skills over the summer months), and it is a real thing that many 
of our students experience.  Fort Recovery Elementary School prepares 
Summer Reading/Math incentives, Summer Bridge books for purchase, Fort 
Recovery Public Library Summer Reading Program are a few options that are 
available for students.  If you opt to not take advantage of those options, 
please find fun and enjoyable ways to still practice skills and apply their 
knowledge over the summer.  As students return for the 22-23 school year, we 
plan to jump right back into learning and pick up where we left off!  A few staff 
changes for the 22-23 school year; Mrs. Mary Diller (Preschool) will retire at 
the conclusion of this year, the Preschool staff will welcome Mrs. Courtney 
Westgerdes (currently a preschool aide), and Mrs. Michelle Stammen will shift 
down to help pick up a section of 1st grade due to the large class size - we are 
so happy to have our existing staff stay and fill the 
openings! 

 

Thank you and go Indians, 
Mrs. Kelli Thobe, ES Principal 

thobeke@fortrecoveryschools.org 
(419) 375-2768 ext 201  

UUppccoommiinngg  DDaatteess 

April 12: Kindergarten’s 
Grandparents 
Performance, 9:00am 
 
April 21 & 25: Grade 5 
Science State Testing 
 
April 26 & 27: Grades 3 - 
5 Math State Testing 
 
April 24: 5th Grade Band 
Concert 
 
April 28: Book Club, 3:30 
- 4:30 



Kindergarten and 1st Grade Preparing for Concerts 

The Kindergarten and 1st grade classes have been working very hard for the Grandparents Day Program 
and 1st grade Spring Musical. 

The Kindergarten class performed their Grandparents Day program on Wednesday, April 13th.  The 
students sung some of their favorite songs including “If you’re happy and you know it clap your hands, 
“Down by the Bay”, Shake my Sillies out” and “The Wheels on the Bus”.  They also prepared special 
songs specifically for their Grandparents.   

The 1st grade class also performed their concert on Monday, April 11th.  They performed  “A Day in the 
Country.”  The concert included songs such as” Old MacDonald Had a Farm,” “Take Me out to the Ball 
Game,” “John Jacob Jingelheimer Schmidt” and “She’ll Be Comin Round the Mountain.”  The students did 
a wonderful job on both performances! 

5th Graders Study the Western Hemisphere 

Wow! The fifth graders have been busy doing many 
cross curricular activities based on the Western 
Hemisphere. The fifth graders used the Engineering 
Design Process to create inventions based on the 
imports and exports of countries in the Western 
Hemisphere. Students were very creative and found 
many solutions to everyday problems. Some of the 
inventions included an automatic food maker, animal 
washer, and self cleaning glasses. 

 Students also researched famous people  from the 
Western Hemisphere and wrote research papers 
about these individuals. Then, students dressed up as 
the people they researched and turned the auditeria into a Wax Museum. 

4th Grade Reads When Stars are Scattered 

Mr. Heitkamp's fourth-grade Indian Pride class read the book When Stars are 
Scattered. The biographical graphic novel tells the life of a Somali refugee and his 
experience of living in a refugee camp.  The students learned the many difficult 
experiences that these individuals face trying to improve their situation. Fort 
Recovery graduate Scott Will then 
gave an interactive Zoom 
presentation from his home in 
Sacramento, CA about his 
personal experience living and 
working in several of these refugee 

camps.  His presentation elaborated on many of the 
themes of the book and the students were able to ask 
him some of their own questions that they formed 
while reading the book.  





We want to thank the following for their support of 
our music department.  It means the world to our 
students! 
 

Dian Kaiser~In memory of Dan Kaiser 
Park National Bank      

Fort Recovery American Legion Post 345            
Cy & Helen LeFevre 

Neil & Pat Diller 
Chris & Carmen Shoemaker 

Psi Iota Xi Sorority 
Wendel Poultry Service  

Larry & Susan Brown 
Tin Cupboard 

Jack & Christy Diller 
Janice Fiely 

Todd & Christa Fullenkamp 
Dave & Dot Garman 

Tony & Kathy Gonzalez 
Joe & Nikki Hawk 
Dave & Pam Hicks 

Mike & Evelyn Kahlig 
Carl & Cathy Koesters 

Selhorst Concrete~Ray & Jackie Langenkamp 
Greg & Toni LeFevre 

Gene & Barb Lennartz 
Willie & Annie Lochtefeld 

Meiring Poultry Farms~Bill & Janet Knapke  
Bob & Karen Meiring~In memory of Ella & Jack Bennett 

Allan & Anne Nash 
Dennis & Sharon Ontrop 

Dave Rammel 
Matt & Angie Roessner 
Dr. David & Lori Rohrer 

Pam Stump~In memory of Terry & Thama Smith 
Tom & Mary Weigel 

Roger & Cheryl Wenning 
Joe Westgerdes & Tracy Evers-Westgerdes 

 ~In memory of Mike Evers & Tracy Westgerdes 
Tom & Mary Pat Zitter 

             Ron & Elle Boeckman 

Chuck & Cathy Etzler 
Chad & Lynn Faller 

John & Pauline Faller  
Jose & Stacy Faller 
Ralph Fullenkamp 

Fort Recovery Insurance 
Jack & Edna Heitkamp 
Tom & Kathy Heitkamp 

Jutte’s Self Storage~Carol Jutte 
Dave Kaup & B & D Contracting Inc   

Jerry & Lori Kaup  
Eric & Amy Kaiser 

Mary Keller 
Clint & Nikki Kremer 
Travis & Stacy Laux 

Tom & Doris Muhlenkamp 
Dave & Janet Roessner        
Mike & Sharon Roessner      
Alison Ruhenkamp                
Marty & Jamie Stammen       

Ken & Bea Alig 
Roger & Kathleen Broerman 

Kip & Michelle Dues    
Brad & Michelle Evers 

Kevin Evers & Kathy Reynolds-Evers 
Paul & Ginny Fortkamp 
Lavern & Barb Grube 

Wanda Gruenschlaeger 
Joe & Esther Heitkamp   

Mike & Jan Hickerson 
Don & Linda Kahlig 

Mary Meehan 
Brent & Kim Niekamp  

Clete & Donna Rammel 
Pat & Nancy Reinhard 

Carlton & Mary Rhoades       
Charles & Jean Siefring 

Irene Stone 
Kathy Thobe 

Mike & Jill Walter 

Music Booster Patron Drive 2021-2022 



History of Current School Buildings 

PK-8 School Building was dedicated and opened in August 2000 

FRHS was dedicated on October 14, 1931 
First FRHS Addition was completed in 1954 

Current Gym was added in 1976 
Agriculture / Industrial Arts Shops were added in 1992 

FRHS Commons / Kitchen addition was completed in 2001 
FRHS Renovation Project (Rooms, Air Conditioning and Armstrong Tunnel) was done in 2013 

FRHS “Old Gym” was tore down and the new Student Activity Center and Community Room were 
dedicated in October 2014 

Fifty Years of Southwest Local  
and Fort Recovery Superintendents 

 
1970-1977 Paul Beisner        1985-1991 Forest Yocum       2009-2011 Patrick Niekamp 
 
1977-1980 John O’Donnell      1991-2004 Patrick Niekamp     2011-2015 Shelly Vaughn 
 
1980-1985 Dan Donaldson      2004-2009 David Riel          2015-2019 Justin Firks 
 
                                                  2019-Present Larry C. Brown 


