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 The Fort Recovery Local School District will join more than 700 school 

districts throughout Ohio to celebrate January as School Board Recognition 

Month. Our school board members are citizen-servants who shoulder critical 

responsibilities and often make difficult choices for our district, all for a per 

meeting stipend that is well below the maximum allowable amount in Ohio. 

Celebrating School Board Recognition Month is one way to say thanks for all 

they do for our school community. Serving as a link between the community 

and classroom, school board members are elected to establish the policies 

that provide the framework for public schools. Each of the board members 

have a direct link to the school district. All five members have a child 

participating in our PK-12 public schools.  

 The Fort Recovery Local Schools’ Board of Education is responsible for an 

annual general fund budget of over 10 million dollars, nearly 1000 students, 

over 100 employees and 3 schools in 2 facilities. Our board members have 

supported the administration and staff in providing in-person learning for the students for the entire first semester of 

this school year. They recently updated the mission statement for the district and developed four primary goal areas 

that were released in the Culture and Commitment Guide 2021-2024.  

Board members serving your district are:   

Mr. Nick Wehrkamp - Board President - 4th Year 

Mr. Don Wendel - Board Vice-President - 2nd Year 

Mrs. Anne Guggenbiller - Board Member - 2nd Year 

Mr. Jake Knapke - Board Member - 2nd Year 

Mr. Greg LeFevre - Board Member - 4th Year 

 

 We ask that you take a moment and tell our school board members “thank you for caring about our children and 

giving so much to our community.” Let them know we support them and that their dedicated service is recognized 

and truly appreciated.  

 

                                                         Mr. Larry Brown 

                                                         Superintendent 



Upcoming Dates 

Feb. 1-2nd—    

2021-22 Class 

Registration 

Presentation to 

grades 9-11 

Feb. 6th—National 

ACT Test 

Feb. 8th—College 

Credit Options 

Meeting (Virtual) 

Feb. 12th—

Professional 

Development Day 

for Teachers, No 

School for Students 

Feb. 15th—No 

School 

Feb. 21st—HS/JH 

Play And Then 

There Were None 

Feb. 28th—Band 

Concert 

 As the calendar turns and we begin a new year, the second semester is well 

under way at FRHS. I would like to sincerely thank all the students, staff, and 

community members for all their hard work, flexibility, and patience as we 

continue to navigate this challenging school year. However, despite continuing 

uncertainty, there is still much to look forward to and accomplish as we begin 

our descent toward the end of the school year. 

 

 The end of the 2
nd

 quarter was on January 8
th
 and students should have 

received their semester one report cards on January 15
th
. If they did not 

receive a report card it is most likely because they have outstanding 

obligations. These obligations could include unpaid book fees, fees for 

damaged textbooks or computers, or possibly overdue library books. If you 

have any questions, please contact the high school office at 419-375-4111.  

 

 Despite all the obstacles, our winter sports teams and student activities 

continue to push forward and represent FRHS in a positive fashion. The swim 

team has had several strong outings this year and has had much success with 

their relay teams. Both basketball teams continue to compete in the ever-

challenging MAC. At the time of publication, the girls record is 11-4 and the 

boys record is 7-6. On the horizon in February, we have FFA week scheduled 

as well as the Drama Club production of Agatha Christie’s And Then There 

Were None.  

  

 Lastly, just a reminder that students will begin scheduling courses for next 

year in the next few weeks. Students will be receiving course registration 

forms and materials the week of February 1
st
.  They will need to have a parent 

signature on the form and get them returned by February 16
th
.  In addition, 

College Credit Plus intent forms will be due then as well. Information related to 

College Credit Plus course offerings, including an 

explanatory video, can be found on the HS guidance 

website.   

 

Thank you and go Indians, 
Tony Stahl, HS Principal 

stahlt@fortrecoveryschools.org 
419-375-4111. ext. 401 

Twitter - @FRHSPrincipal 

mailto:stahlt@fortrecoveryschools.org




ANNUAL “CITIZEN OF THE YEAR” & “HALL OF FAME” BANQUET  

 The Fort Recovery Chamber of Commerce will again honor the individuals who have rendered 
outstanding service to the Fort Recovery community. The presentation of awards will be held during a 
banquet on March 14, 2021 at the Fort Recovery Middle School Auditeria. The Banquet will begin with a 
social hour at 5:30 PM followed by a dinner and the awards program. 

 The Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations from the community for both “Citizen of the 
Year” and “Hall of Fame” Awards. 

 The Citizen of the Year Award will be presented to the person who has given outstanding service to the 
Fort Recovery community during 2020. 

 The Hall of Fame Award will be presented to the person who has given outstanding service to the Fort 
Recovery community in past years. 

 Nomination forms will be accepted through February 1, 2021 and are available at the chamber website 
(www.frchamber.org) or at the following locations: Fort Recovery Library, Post Office, Mercer Savings 
Bank, Park National Bank, First Financial Bank, and Fort Recovery Village Hall. 

 The chamber of commerce will also be recognizing a business of the year. Nominations can be made at 
the chamber website (www.frchamber.org). 

 Tickets for the banquet may be obtained from any chamber member or by calling 419-375-2530. 

ORDER YOUR H.S. 

YEARBOOK NOW!!!  

$45.00 

You can pick up order forms in the 

high school office. 

The price per book will go up to 

$50.00 in March. 



 The first semester of the school year has officially ended and the 
school year is halfway complete. It really is hard to believe how 
quickly this first half of the school year has gone. The middle 
school students have worked amazingly hard throughout the first 
half of the year, as evidenced by the 137 students who made the 
first semester middle school honor roll! What an unbelievable 
accomplishment. My hat’s off to each of those students. 
 
 The boys’ and girls’ basketball seasons are coming to a close 
soon as well. The 8th grade girls MAC basketball tournament will 
be January 28-February 6 at Minster. The 7th grade boys MAC 
tournament will be Feb. 4-Feb. 8 at St. John’s, and the 8th grade 
boys MAC tournament will be Feb. 4-Feb. 13 at New Bremen. I’d 
like to thank Mandy Gerlach, Darien Sheffer and Justin Overman 
for coaching this year. The skills, knowledge and teamwork 
qualities they have instilled in these young men and women will 
last a lifetime.  
  
 As we continue to navigate through the COVID-19 pandemic I 
would also like to recognize the dedication and hard work of our 
staff and students. The number of school employees and students 
out for quarantine has been extremely limited, especially over the 
past couple of months. There is no doubt that the work of our 
janitors, maintenance crew, cooks, teachers, aides, secretaries 
and all others, along with the consciousness of our students, has 
allowed us to stay in-person learning thus far. I remain confident 
that it will stay that way the rest of the school year! 
 
 Please follow Fort Recovery Middle School on Facebook to see 
highlights of our students’ work. These kids are doing AMAZING 
things, and our Facebook page is an excellent resource for 
recognizing these students’ achievements. 
 

 

Ryan Steinbrunner  

Middle School Principal (6-8) 

(419) 375-2815 ext 301 

steinbrunnerr@fortrecoveryschools.org 

Upcoming Dates 

Feb. 1-28th - EMS 

Yearbook Sales online  

Feb. 3rd - Bowling Incentive 

for 6th & 7th grade (pm) 

Feb. 4th - Bowling Incentive 

for 8th grade (pm) 

Feb. 5th - Yearbook 

Teacher work day starting 

@ 9 am 

Feb. 10th - Quiz Bowl with 

Crestview 

Feb. 12th - Professional 

Development Day - No 

School 

Feb. 15th  - President’s Day 

– No School 

Feb. 16th - Third nine 

weeks Interims 

Feb. 19, 20, 21, 26, 27th - 

HS/MS Play 

Feb. 22nd  - Quiz Bowl with 

St. Marys 

Feb. 22nd  - County 

Spelling Bee @ 7 pm 

Feb. 28th  - Band Concert 

(gr 5-12) 

Mar. 7th - Choir Concert 

Mar. 18th - End of 3rd Nine 

Weeks 

Mar. 19th - No School 



Upcoming Dates 

January 28th - Book 

Club, 3:30 - 4:30 

Feb. 1st - Pennies 

for Patients 

Campaign 

Feb. 12th - 

Professional 

Development Day - 

No School 

Feb. 15th  - 

President’s Day – No 

School 

Feb. 16th  - Third 

nine weeks Interims 

March 1-5th - 

Celebration of 

Reading Week 

March 5th - 

Breakfast with Books 

March 16-18th - 2nd 

Grade Testing 

March 18th - End of 

3rd Nine Weeks, 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

March 19th - No 

School 

 We made it to 2021!  2020 was a year unlike any other, but as we roll into 2021 we hope 

to slowly resume our events and normal schedule. They always say ‘time flies when you 

are having fun’, and the first half of our school year has been full of excitement, anticipation, 

and fun! Students continue to work hard, collaborate with their peers, and learn. As we look 

ahead, we know the upcoming months will be busy and the days will go by quickly. To help 

keep families up to date, please look over the monthly newsletters and follow social media.  

 As we look at the months ahead we have several events that are filling our calendars. 

Please check yours to be sure that you are up to date! Students will begin their Pennies for 

Patients campaign February 1 and will run through February 12.  In addition to Pennies for 

Patients, students will also begin earning ‘points’ for the upcoming Celebrate Reading 

Week (March 1st - 5th).   

 During the first week of February, students will participate in dress up days to help support 

the Leukemia and Lymphoma cause. The dress up day themes will be sent home with your 

child. 

 Reading Celebration Week will be held March 1st - 5th. We will welcome author, Michele 

Jakubowski, on Monday, March 1. Book order forms will be available with the February 

newsletter that is emailed to parents. The celebration week will conclude with Breakfast 

with Books at 7:30 and a rewards assembly during the school day.  

 As students stay busy with their normal classroom routine, and enjoy some of the 

activities that we have planned, they will also be working hard to prepare for an Elementary 

Open House.  Fort Recovery Elementary School will hold an Open House on Monday, 

March 29 (4:00 - 6:00) for students and parents to browse and admire the hard work of our 

students. Reminders and information will be shared as the date approaches. 

2021 - 2022 Kindergarten 

 Fort Recovery is working to prepare for the class of 2034!  If you have a child who will turn 

5 by August 1, 2021, you may be considering Kindergarten and how to register.  Fort 

Recovery Elementary School will work with the Fort Recovery Preschool, Mercer County 

ESC Preschool, and Mercer County Head Start to determine children who are eligible and 

will then send home registration information. Students who are age-eligible for Kindergarten 

should have received a letter of intent from his/her preschool.  If you did not receive one, 

please ask your child’s preschool teacher or call the Fort Recovery Elementary office. If you 

have a child who plans to attend Kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year who does not 

attend any of the preschools mentioned above, please call the Elementary office            

(419-375-2768) for registration information.   

 Again, thank you for all you do to make Fort Recovery Elementary a 

great place for our children and community!  We are truly blessed to 

have supportive parents, caring community members, and respectful 

students.  Without your support, time, and energy so many events 

would not be possible. 

Wishing you a warm and healthy 2021! 

Kelli Thobe 

Elementary Principal (PK-5) 

thobeke@fortrecoveryschools.org 


